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PAWNSHOP
BY FERGUS HUME

THE SEVENTH CUSTOMER
AND THE MANDARiN
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There was something very queer
jBbout that lacquer mandarin and
omething still queerer about the man
rvho pawned it The toy itself was
simply two balls placed together the
top ball a small one was the head
masked with a quaintly painted face of
porcelain arid surmounted by a pagoda
shaped hat jingling with tiny golden
balls The large ball below was the
body gayly tinted to Imitate the offi-

cial dress of A Chinese lord and
therefrom two little arms terminating
in porcelain hands exquisitely finished
even to the long nails protruded
most comical fashion dex-
terously within the mandarin would
Keel over this side and that to a peril-
ous angle but he never went over alto-
gether When set In motion the Wg
ball would roll the arms would wag
and the head nod gravely a little red
trnguo thrusting itself out at every
low Then the golden balls would
chime melodiously and rolling wag-
ging nodding the mandarin made all
who beheld him laugh with his inno-
cent antics He was worthy in all his
painted beauty to be immortalized by
Hans Andersen-

A very pretty toy said Hagar as
the quaint thing tipped itself right and
left front and back It comes from
China I suppose

She asked this question of the cus-
tomer who demanded 2 on the fig-
ure but in place of answering her he
burst out into a hoarse laugh and
leered unpleasantly at the girl

Comes from other side of Nowhere-
I reckon misses he said in a hoarse
voice and a bloomin rum piece of
goods Us anyhow

Hager did not the mans looks
at all although she was by no means
exacting on the score of personal beau-
ty especially with regard to the male
Sex Still there was something brutal
about this fellow which revolted her
every sense He had a bullet head
with a crop of closely cut hair a clean
shaven face of a blueblack hue where
the beard had been removed a low
forehead a snub nose a large ugly
mouth and two cunning gray eyes
which never looked any one straight in

face Tills attractive gentleman
wore a cerduroy suit a red linen hand-
kerchief round his throat and afur

with earlaps on his head Also he
carried a small black pipe between his
teeth and breathed therefrom an at-
mosphere of the vilest tobacco Cer
tainly the toy was queer but the man
was queerer Not at all the sort of
person likely to be in possession of so
delicate a work of Chinese art and
fancy

Where did you get this demanded
Hagar her black brows to-
gether and touching with one finger the
staying

Its all on the square misses
prowled the man in an injured tone I
didnt prig the thing If thatsyer lay A pal o mine as is a sailor
brought it from Lordknowswhere an
gUY it to me I wants rhino I do so
if you kin spring two quid

Ill give you said Ha
gay cutting him short

Oh my bloomin eyes if this aint
robbery an blue murder whined the
man twenty bob why the fun you
gits out of worth more

Thats my it or leave it
I dont believe you came honestly by
v and Im running a risk in taking itf Sling us the blunt then said the
ostonier sullenly Its the likes of you

I s grinds down tbe likes of me Yah
an yet preachm

In whose name am I to make out
the ticket asked Hagar coldly-

In the name of Mr William Smith
Larky Bill they calls me but taint
hettikkit to put hendearin family
flames on pawn tickets I lives in Saw
tier alley Whitechapel

Why didnt you go to a nearer
pawnshop then said Hagar taking
down Mr Smiths address without
smiling at his wouldbe wit

Thats my biz retorted Bill scowl-
ing Ere gimme the tin an

arsk no questions an you wont
bf tot no lies Dye see

Hager stamped her foot Heres themoney and the ticket Take yourself
and your insolence out of my shop
Quirk

Im git ting growled the man
toward the door See ere mis
I comes fur that doll in three

months or it may be four If it aint
all right an anded up to me proper
Ill break your neck

Whats that you say Hager was
over the counter and close at hand by
this time Larky Bill stared open-
mouthed at her spirit You say an-
other word my said Hagar
seizing his ear and Ill put you into
the gutter

Lordy what a donah muttered
Bill rubbing his ew when he found
himself outside She il look after thetoy proper Three months Tek he
Tapped his thumb nail against his
teeth I cant get less from the beak
but Ive bested Monkey anyhow

And with these enigmatic words Mr
Smith turned on his heel and went to
Whitechapel There his forebodings
v ere realized for at the very door of
his own house in Sawder alley he was
taken In charge by a grim policeman
and sent to prison for four months He
had stolen some fruit off a coaters bar
row on the day previous to his arrest
and quite expected to be as he phrased

for the theft Therefore he
employed the small remnant of free-
dom still remaining to him in pawning-
the mandarin in the most distant pawn-
shop he could think of which happened
to be Hagars As Mr Smith left theourt to do his four months a wizen
faced man slouched close to him

Bill he growled edging against the
policeman wheres that doll

Thats all right Monkey Ive put
it where you wont git It grunted
Smith

When the Black Maria passed with
Bill inside the man he had called Mon-
key stood on the edge of the pavement
and cursed freely till a policeman
moved him on He had a particular de

ire to gain possession of that doll as
he called it and it was on this account
hat Larky Bill had taken the trouble
o hide it Monkey never thought of a

pawnshop It was a case of diamond
ut diamond and one rogue had out-

fitted the other
meantime Hagar quite un

are of the value attached to the Chi-
nese toy placed it away among other
pawned articles upon a high shelf

did not always remain there for
Bolker a child in many ways notwith-
standing lila Intelligence
found it out and frequently took it
down to play with Hagar wouRI not
have permitted this had she known as
the toy was given into liar charge to
keep safe and she would have been
afraid of Bolker spoiling the paintlftg
or rubbing qff he gfldi s B6lkr kaaw
this andVgSlg W jonougb to play
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with the mandarin only when Hagar
was absent Ha placed it on the coun
ter and made it sway In its
fashion The waving arms the nodding
head and the roseleaf of a tongue
slipping in and out enchanted the lad
and he would amuse himself for hours
with it It was strange that a glided
top no doubt made for the amusement
of grave Chinese emperors should des
cend to afford pleasure to an arab of
London City But the mariflarln was
an exile from the flowery land and
rocked as merrily In the dingy pawn
shop as ever he had done in the porce
lain palaces of Peking

A month or two after the mandarin
had been pawned Bolker announced iu
the most unexpected manner that he in J

tended to better himself He had been I

given ho said the post of shop boy In
a West End booksellers establishment-
and as he was fond of literature he

to accept it Hagar rather won-
dered that any one should have placed
sufficient confidence In this arab to give
him a situation but she kept her won
derment to herself and permitted him j
to go She was sorry to lose the benefit
of his acute Intelligence but personally 1

hunchback so she saw him depart
without displaying much sorrow Thus
Bolker vanished from the pawnshop-
and from Carbys crescent and ascend
ed into higher spheres

Nothing now happened after his de-
parture The mandarin remained un
touched on the shelf and the dust c
lectod over his motionless figure
Hagar quite forgot about the toy
its and It was only when
Larky Bill was released from prison
and came to claim his property that
she recalled the incident She took
down the figure dusted it carefully
and set It swaying on the counter be-
fore Mr Smith Neither Bill
Hagar noticed that it did not roll as
easily and gracefully as usual l

Hares quid and interest and

Im glad to this ere back again
No ones touched it ave they

No It has been on that shelf ever
since you pawned it Whore have 5 ou
been I

Larky Bill grinned Ive been stay In
at a country ouse of mine fur my I

ealths sake he said tucking the
mandarin under his arm Say missus-
a cove called Monkey didnt come smel
Un round ere fur this himage

Not that I know of Nobody asked
for the toy

Guess its all right chuckled Bin
gleefully Lord to think as how Ive
done tbat bloke Wont he cuss when
he knows as rye got em t

What them were Mr Smith did
not condescend to explain at that

moment He nodded familiarly
to Hagar and went off still chuckling
with the mandarin In charge Hagar
put away the thought that
she had seen the last of Bill but she
reckoned wrongly Two hours after-
ward he was back in thfe shop man
darin and all with a pale face a wild
eye and a mouth full of abuse At
first he swore at large without giving
any explanation so Hagar waited
the bad language was ended and then
asked him quietly what was the rpat
ter For answer Bill plumped
the Chinese toy on the counter and
clutched his fur cap with both hands

Matter cuss you he shrieked fur-
iously As if ye didnt know rye
been robbed

Robbed What nonsense are you
talking And what have I to do with
your being robbEd

Bill gilsped and pointed to the man-
darin who was rolling complacently
with a fat smile on his porcelain vis-
age doll he spluttered
Ive been robbed

Of the doll asked Hagar impa-
tiently

Y young Jezobel Of the dimins
dimlns-

Diamonds echoed the girl start-
ing back in astonishment-

Yes Y know hang you y know
Twenty thousan poun of dimins
They was In that doll inside im
They aint there now Why not Cause
youve robbed me Thief Yah

I did not know that there were
any jewels concealed In the mandarin
said Hagar calmly Had I known I
should have informed the police

Blown the gas would ye An
why

Because a man in your position does
not possess diamonds unless he steals
them And now I think of it added
Hagar quickly about the time you
pawned this toy Lady Deaceys jewels
were stolen You stole them

Praps I did praps I didnt
growled Bill mentally cursing Hagar
for the acuteness of her understanding-

Tany rate twarnt your biz to prig
emI tell you I never touched them-
I did not know they were in there

Then who did cuss you When I
gUY you the doll the dimins were in
side now they aint Who took em

Ilagar pondered It was certainly
odd that the diamonds should have
been stolen She had placed the man-
darin on the shelf on the day of its
pawning and had not removed it
again until she had returned it to its
owner Seeing her silent Bill turned
the toy upside down and removed a
square morsel of the lacquer which
fitted in so perfectly as to seem like
one whole piece Within was the dark
hollow of the ball ompty-

I put them dimins into ore with
my own and persisted Bill pointing-
one grimy finger at the gap they
were ere when I popped it they aint
ere now Where are they Whos bin
playing with my property

Bolker cried nasal without
thinking It had just flashed across
her mind that one day she had found
Bolker amusing himself with the man
darin At the time she had thought
nothing of it but had replaced the
toy on Its shelf and forbidden the la1
to meddle with it But now recalling
the episode and connecting it with
Bolkers sudden departure she felt
convinced that the Imp had stolen the
concealed jewels she wonder-
ed how had he become cognizant tbat
twenty thousand pounds worth of dia
monds wore hidden in the hollow body
of the doll The thing puzzled her

Bolker echoed Larky Bill
And who trAY that cuss be

He was my shop boy but he left
three months ago to better himself-

I dessay With my dimins Ill bet
Where is he that I may cut his
bloomin throat

I shant tell you said Hagar
alarmed by the brutal thnjptr ot
man and already regretting that she
had been so candid

TU make you Ill twJsc you jHekr
red Bill mad with anger

He placed STfiftt on the
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moment he propped back before the
shining tube ft little revolver
which levelled itself in Hagars hands
She Aad lately purchased it for de-
fenSe

I keep this always by me said
she calmly to protect myself agohiat
such rogues as you

BUt at her blankly then
turned on his heel awl left the shop
At the door he paused and shook his
fist

Ill find that Bolker and smash the
life out of him he said hoarsely

then my this madam Ill come back
to lay you out after which he

leaving the mandarin with its
eternal smile still rocking on the
counter

Hagar put away the pistol and took
up the figure Now that she knew
about the diamonds and had forced
Bill to admit as he had done In-

directly that they had been stolen
from Lady Deacey she thought it
possible that the Chinese toy might be-

long to the same owner In spite of
her fearlessness Hagar was not alto
gether happy in her mind as regards
the burglar If he did not find the
diamonds he was quite capable of re
turning to murder her On the whole
Hagar concluded that it would be
just as well for society at large and
herself in particular if Mr Smith were
restored to the priaoi whence he had
lately emerged After some

she te see Vark the
lawyer and tell him the episode of the
mandarin taking the image with her
as evidence Vark if any one would
be able to deal with the intricacies of
the affair

In the meantime Bill Smith had re-

paired to the public house which
guarded toe narrow entrance to Car
bys crescent and there1 was drowning-
his regrets In strong drink As he
drained his tankard of ale he fell into
conversation with the fat landlord
a brutal looking prize fighter who
looked as though had been in jail
quite a bird of Mr Smiths feather
These two congenial spirits recognized
each other and became friendly so
friendly indeed that Bill thought it
a good opportunity to extract

regarding the whereabouts of
Bolker He was too wise to explain
his reason for making these irqulrles

Thats a fine gal in the pawnshop
bay said he with a leer

Wet Agar Shes a plum aint
she out not for every mans pickin-
oh no not she Agar kin look arter
herself proper said the lanfllord

Does she mind that shorp all
alone

Jus now she does replied mine
host She ad a boy a wicked little
unchb ek devil Bollcera is name
But hes hoff gittins a wage in West
End as I do ear

Wee Bnd said But reflectively
AnL whets might e hs oiit thero

Ho in a swell slepup bookshop

Bolikrs that is geod
tack as a looks down on em

Do he now said Bill amicably
Tfl twist te neckIf he w s my kid

No more booze thankecJ lm off t
see a mine

The result of this
Mr Smith repaired to Leicester
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and loafed up and down the
pavement beforfe the bookshops He
saw Bolker several times during the
day for having been told by the land-
lord that the lad was a hunchback he
had no difficulty recognizing him Un
til the evening he kept a close watch
and when Bolker had put up the shut
ers and was walking home toward

Bill followed him stealthily
All unknowing that he was followed
by a black shadow of crime and dan
ger Bolker paused on Westminster
bridge to admire the red glories of the
sunset then plunged network
of alleys which make up Lambeth In
a quiet lane the river be was
gripped from behind a large hand
was clapped over his mouth to pre-
vent his crying out and he was
dragged down onto a ruined wharf
which ran out through green slime into
the turbid waters of the stream

Now then Ive got ye said his
captor In a savage tone
a knolfe too y bloomin thief y
answer me strite or Ill cut yer ead
orfBolker gad with alarm but not
recognizing the threatening face bfthe
man before him he recovered a little
of his native Impudence and began to
bluster

Here now what do you moan by
this What have I done

Not till y give up my property my-
dimins fc

Whet property What diamonds
Oh y know what m drivin at

cuss you TPre the unelibadk as wos
in the shorp kep by thaV foine gal
Agar I popped that doll with dimins
in It innards an you stole em

I did nothing of the sort I
Ere drop yet lies y ipip Y know

may naime y did so y knows more
Tes look et this knoif Seib me but-
I slip It int ye ef y dont tell

He threw the terrified boy across his
knee and placed the cold steel at his
throat The rosered sky spun over
head in the eyes of Bolker and he
thought that his last hour had COme
To save himself there was nothing for
it but confession

Walt wait Ill tell you he
gasped I did take the diamonds-

Y young cuss growled Bill set
ting the lad on his feet agam with a
jerk An ow did y know they was
inside that himage

Bill started to Ills ftet wi h an oath
but stilt Kept his grip on Bolkers
Shoulder to prevent him getting away

be said fiercely Wot did-
o toll y

Wfty that Lafly Bencoys diamonds
inside the jnandarin x

did Monkey cpmo to find that

iHS got toe ofijco from a called
gho sw you pairing the
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Ill Twist Your Neck

thought I sawrer on that doy She
raus ha twigged that doll under-
m arm and guessed as I popped it

Ill deal with er later I will
Garn y dorg and tell me th rest
Ije added shaking the boy

There Is no more to tell
Bolker his teeth chattering

couldnt get the mandarin
cfuise he had not the ticket He made

friends with me and asked me to stea-
lI I wouldnt until he told me why
he wanted it Then he said that you
had stolen twenty thousand pounds
worth of diamonds from Lady Dea
eeys house in Curzon street and had
hidden them in the mandarin He said
wed go whack if Id steal them for
him r couldnt get the mandarin as
Hagarp so sharp she would have
missed it and put me in jail for steal
ing it so I opened the doll and took
out the diamonds which were a
leather bag

bag moy dimins said Bill
savagely What did y do with em

I gave them to Monkey and he
cleared out with them Ho never gave
me a single one and I dont know
where to find him-

I does growled Mr Smith releas
ing Bolker an Ill fin m and slit his

throat I say y come-
back for taking advantage of his re
lease Bolker was racing up the wharf

Bill gave chase as he wanted to ob-
tain further information from the lad
but Bolker knew the neighborhood
better than the burglar and soon elud
ed him in the winding alleys

It dont matter giving-
up the chase and wiping his brow
Monkeys got the swag Might ha

guessed as hed round on me Ill jest
see im and Liz and if I dont make
em pay fur this may I Then he

clinched his resolve with an oath
which it is unnecessary to repeat here
After relieving his feelings thus he
went in search of his perfidious friend
with murderous thoughts In his heart

At first he thought that It would be
difficult to find Monkey No doubt the
man on obtaining tile diamonds had
gone off to America North or South-
so as to escape the vengeance of his
pairBill had always been Monkeys

to live comfortably on the
fruits of his villainy Later on the
burglar learned rather to his surprise
that Monkey was still in London and
still was haunting the thieves quarter-
of Whitechapel Bill wondered at this
choice of a residence when the man
had so much money in his possession-
but he ascribed this longing to Mon
keys love for his old haunts and as-
sociates Nevertheless knowing that
Bill was out of prison it was strange
that the man did not look after his
skin v

E knows wet I am when Im riz
said Bill to himself as he continued-
his search so e ought to get orf while-
is throat aint cut Blimme but Ill
ave a drop Of is eart blood for every-
one of them bloomin dimins

One evenIng 1e found Monkey in the
parlor of a low public house called the
Three Kings and kept by a Jew of ill
fame who was rather a fence than a
landlord

His traitorous friend more wizened
and shriveled up than ever was seat-
ed in a dark corner with an unlighted
pipe in his halfdrained tank-
ard of bitter before him and his hands
thrust moodily Into his pockets If
Monkey had the diamonds his ap-
pearance boiled their possession for he
looked anything but prosperous There
was no appearance of wealth In his
looks or manner or choice of aboude

ole pal he said looking-
up when Mr Smith hurled himself into
the room Yve got hout of quod

Yus Ive got hout to slit yer
throat

Lori whlnad Monkey uncomforta-
bly Wots you cOusin fur I
aint done nuffin selp mo
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Bill drew a chair before that of Mon-
key and taking his knife played with-
It in a significant manner Monkey
shrank back before the glitter of the
blade and the ugly look in his pals
eyes but Jhe did not dare to cry out
for assistance lest the burglar should
pounce onhim

Now look ee ere Monkey said
Bill with grim deliberation I dont
Wantnone of yer bloomin lip ner lies
eiather Dye see Ive seen that beast
of a kid as you put up to steal my
dimins and

Yah that kid cried Monkey with

¬

sudden ferocity Wish Id im ere
Id squeeze the eart out o him

Wot fur Didnt e git y the swag
moywag cuss y

No e didnt an ef e sea e did
es a bloomin busted liar
selp me I tell you Bill e kep them
shiners to imself cuss im

Thets a lie y sneakin dorg
said Bill politely

M I die If taint gorspel truth
yelped Monkey Look ec ere ole
pal

Dont y call me pal interrupted
Bill savagely I aint no pal o
yourn y terbaccer falced son of a
bloomin angman Liz blew the gaff
on me popln that himage and y tried
to git m swag when I was doin time
An y did get it y

I didnt snapped Monkey inter-
rupting in his turn The kid stuckto the swag I tell y Course I knowed-
of them dimins

Course y did growled William
ironically Didnt I tell y ow I crack
erd that crib In Curzon street an
prigged th dimins an th himage
Yah y cuss-

I knows y did Bill An you tole
me ow y stowed the swag inside the
doll My heye that was sharp ofy but y moight ev trusted a pal-
I didnt know y popped the doll till
Liz told me She sawr y goin in t
that popshlrp with the Chiner thing
under yer arm an

And youd set er arter me cried
Bill savagely She didnot git int
Lambeth on the chance

Yus said Monkey doggedly I
did put er on yer trail Y hid the dim
ins In that Image and cleared out
with it I couldnt foller meself so I
set Liz ont ye She tole me as ow
yd popped th thing so when y wos
doin time I tried to git It again tho
that young cuss es sold me

Blimme but Ive a moind to slityer throat said Bill furiously Wot-
d y mean tryhi to coller my swag

Why fur yer own sake Bill selp
me I thort the gal might fin out But-
y neednt git up Bill I didnt git
them dimins The boy lies them

Thats a lie I tell
Taint When I tole the kid about

the dimins he stole em sure an her
tli doll so es the pawnshop gal
wouldnt fin out But I never saw
Im again though I watched the shorp

like a bloomin tyke The boy cleared
out with them I wish Id im
ere Id choke the little

Bill reflected and slipped the knife
into his pocket Without doubt Mon
key was speaking the truth he was too
savagely in earnest to be telling a
falsehood Moreover if he really pos
sesser the diamonds he would not re
main hard up and miserable In the
thieves quarter of dingy Whitechapel
No Bolker had kept the jewels and
had deceived Monkey more than that
in the Interview on the ruined wharf
he had deceived Bill himself Priding
himself on his astuteness Mr Smith
felt savage at having been sold by a
mere boy

If I kin ony git im agin he
thought when leaving the Three
Kings Ill take the ead orf m and
chuck is crooked karkus int the river
mud

Buthe found it difficult to lay hands-
on Bolker although for more than a
week he haunted the shop In Leicester
square Warned by his one experience
that Bill was a dangerous person to
meddle with Bolker had given notice
to his employers and at present was
in hiding Also he was arranging a
little scheme whereby to rid himself-
of Larky Bills Vark
was the man who undertook to carry-
out the details of the scheme and
Hagar was consulted also with regard-
to its completion These three people
Vark Hagar and Bolker laid an In-

genious for unsuspecting Bill into
which he walked without a thought of
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danger He had been betrayed by
Monkey by Bolker by Liz now hewas going to be sold by Vark the law-
yer Truly the fates were against
Bill at this juncture

Vark was a thieves lawyer and had
something In him of a latterday
Fagin for he not only made use of
criminals when he could do so with
safety but also he sold the into jus
tce when they became dangerous
he saw a chance of making money out
of Bill Smith he resolved to do so
and sent for the man to visit him at
once As Vark had often done busi
ness with the burglar Bill had no Idea
that It was in the lawyers mind to
betray him and duly presented him-
self at the spiders office in Lambeth
like a silly fly The first thing he saw
on entering the room was the mandarin
swaying on the table

You are ashamed to see that said
Vark noticing his surprise I daresay
but you see Bill I know all about your
theft of the Deacey diamonds

Who tole you growled Bill throw-
ing himself Inr o a chair

Hagar of the pawnshop replied
Vark slowly and with significance

eyes lighted up fiercely In pre-
cisely the way Vark wished The

had not forgiven Hagar for refut-
ing to marry him and for curtailing his
pickings in the DIx estate For these
reasons he wished he evil and if he
could inoculate the burglars heart
with a spite toward her he was bent
on doing so It appeared from Bills
next speech that he had succeeded

Oh twas that gal wos it said
Mr Smith quietly I might ha
guessed it by seein that himage Well
I owe er one I do and I guess Ill
owe er another But thats my biz
taint yourn Wot dye want y

measly dorg he added looking at the
lean form of rVark In a surly manner-

I want to see you about the Deacey
diamonds Why did you not bring
them to me when you stole them

Whoy Cause I didnt blieve In
ye retorted Bill I knowd I wos in
fur toime when I prigged them apples-
an I wasnt going to trust my swag
to yor Monkey Yd ha sold me

Well Monkey did sell you
Yah e didnt got much on th deal
No but Bolker did

Bolker echoed Bill grinding his
teeth d y know that crooked cuss
Y do Well see ere BUI drew his
clasp knife out of his pocket and
opened It Im goin to slip that int

fust toime as I claps eyes on is
ugly mug

Youd better not unless you want
to be hanged

Wot d I care growled Bill sulk-
ily scragged or time with skilly an
hoakum Its all th salme t me

I suppose you wonder where the
diamonds are

Yus I want em
Thats a pity said Vark with

I am afraid you wont
get them

Where is them dimins asked Bill
laying his open knife on the table

Vark passed over the question T

A

Bill

in

ironybecause

law-
yer

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

suppose you know that the police are
after you for the Deacey robbery he
said slipping his hand Idly across the
table till it was within reach of the
knife Oh yes Lord Deacey offered a
reward for the recovery of the jewels
That has been paid but as you arc
still at large the police want you my
friend

Oh I aint afraid of y givin me up
Im too useful t y I am and I knows
too much about y The peelers
shawnt put me in quod this toime
Who got the reward he asked sud
denly

Bolker got it
him Bolker

Yes Monkey made a mistake when
he trusted the lad Bolker thought
that he would make more out of

than by going shares with Mon-
key When he found the jewels he
went off with them to Scotland Yard
Lady Deacey has them now and

added Vark smiling has money-
in the bank

whoy didnt I cut is
bloomin throat down by the rover

That Is best known to yourself
replied Vark who was now playing
with the knife You are in a tight
place my friend arid may get some
years for this robbery

Yah No one knows I did It
There Is the evidence against you

said Vark pointing to the mandarin
You stole that out of Lord Deaceys

drawingroom with the diamonds
You pawned it a d Hagar can swear
that the stolen diamonds wore inside
With these two witnesses my poor
Bill Im afraid youd get six years or
moreNot me said Bill rising Y wont
give me up and I aint feared of any
one else

Why not There is a reward offered
for your apprehension

What d I care Wholl git it
I will replied Vark cooly rising
You Bill recoiled for a moment

and sprang forward Cuss you Yd
sell me y shark Gimme my knife

Not such a fool Mr Smith
Vark threw the knife into a distant

corner of the room and leveled a revol-
ver at the bullet head of the advanc-
ing burglar Bill fell back for the

into the arms of two po
licemen

He gaye a roar like a wild boast
Trapped by he yelled and

strugglfed to get free
The next moment Hagar and Bolker

were in the room and Bill glared at-
one and the

trapped me d n y said he
wait till I git qut

Youll kill me I suppose said
Hagar scornfully-

No shawnt kill you nor yet that
little d 1 with tii unch Tbare
ony one covo as Id swing for that
beastly thief of lawyer

Vark recoiled before the glare in the
mans eyes and as Bill foaming and
cursing was hurried out of the room
he looked at Hagar with a nervous
smile

Thats bluff he said feebly
I dont think so replied Hagar

quietly
Goodbye Mr Vark rm afraid

you wollt live more than seven years
there will be a funeral about the time
of Larky Bills release

When she went out Bolker grinned at
the lawyer and with frightful panto
mine he drew a stroke across his
neck Vark looked at the clasp knife
in the cOrner and shivered The man-
darin on the table rolled and smiled
always

Next week The Eighth Customer
and the Pair of Boots
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